
Talk to any evangelical or watch a movie about an-
gels, you may hear the following plot: 

“There was a war in Heaven.  The war was started 
by Satan who wanted to usurp the throne.  He suc-
cessfully convinced 1/3 of God’s angels to side with 
him.  However, he was defeated by Michael & his 
angels.  His punishment: God cast him down to 
Earth.” 

Hence, one’s curiosity is satisfied regarding the ori-
gin story of the devil & we confidently say that Sa-
tan is a fallen angel.  Also, one speaks with boldness 
regarding the specific sin angels committed; it was 
waging war in Heaven against God.  If challenged to 
produce a text, one quickly turns to Revelation 12:7-
12. 

We will take time at some point & explain Revela-
tion 12.  However, before we can delve into that par-
ticular text, we must first give a few facts that cannot 
be Biblically disputed. 
1. Angels are servants of God (Revelation 22:8-9). 

a. They are to refuse worship. 
b. They are to work for the sake of those 

who are to inherit salvation (Hebrews 
1:13-14). 

c. Angels delivered the law from God 
through Moses to Israel (Acts 7:38, Acts 
7:53, Galatians 3:19 [Exodus 20:18-21], 
& Hebrews 2:2). 

2. The angels who sinned were not cast down to 
Earth, but to Tartarus (2 Peter 2:4). 

a. If Revelation 12 is to be taken literally, 
then we have a contradiction.  However, 
Revelation is written in figuratively lan-
guage to help Christians remain steadfast 
in the midst of persecution.  Revelation 
12 helps us to see that God is fighting & 
winning battles we cannot see. 

3. The angels in Tartarus did not stay within their 
own position of authority (Jude 6). 

Just from these facts, we can suggest that maybe the 
angels sinned by: 
• Refusing to serve God. 
• Receiving worship due to God. 
• Refusing to deliver a message to a prophet. 
• Neglecting to help a child of God in need. 
• Abusing their divine authority. 
 
Whatever they did, God was not pleased.  Let’s talk 
more next week. 

- Antoine N. Holloway

“Be steadfast, immovable, always abounding in the work of the Lord…” - 1 Cor 15:58 
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